
    Pre-Agenda Session @ 5:30 p.m. 

 
A G E N D A 

City Council Meeting 
Monday, September 16, 2019 – 6:00 p.m. 

 OPENING 
 Call to Order 

 Invocation by Pastor Ashley Randall Garden City United Methodist Church  

 Pledge of Allegiance  

 Roll Call 

 Presentation recognizing the retirement of Garden City Police Sgt. Michael Epley 

 
 RECEIVE INFORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Informal Public Comment – Speaker Protocol 
 

The City of Garden City believes that any member of the general public should be afforded the opportunity to 
address the City Council provided that designated rules are followed by the speaker.  Any member of the public 
who wishes to address the City Council and offer public comment on items within the City Council’s jurisdiction, 
may do so during the Informal Public Comment period of the meeting.  However, no formal action will be taken 
on matters that are not part of the posted agenda.  Informal Public Comments are scheduled for a total of fifteen 
(15) minutes and each person will be limited to three (3) minutes. In order to ensure the opportunity for all those 
desiring to speak before the Council, there is no yielding of time to another speaker.  Speakers not heard during 
the limited fifteen (15) minute period will be first to present their comments at the next Council meeting.  The 
opportunity to address City Council on a topic of his/her choice shall be used by an individual only one (1) time per 
month.  It may not be used to continue discussion on an agenda item that has already been held as a public hearing. 
Matters under negotiation, litigation, or related to personnel will not be discussed. If a member of the general 
public would like to address the City Council during the Informal Public Comment portion of the meeting, please 
respectfully indicate your desire to address the City Council when the Mayor solicits members of the general public 
to come forward and speak.  You will be recognized by the Mayor and asked to come forward to the podium so 
that you can address the City Council in accordance with the rules outlined herein.   Once the speaker has been 
recognized to speak, he/she will be given three (3) minutes to address the City Council.  The speaker should not 
attempt to engage the City Council and/or Staff in a discussion/dialogue and the speaker should not ask specific 
questions with the expectation that an immediate answer will be provided as part of the three (3) minute time 
frame since that is not the intent of the Informal Public Comment period.  If the speaker poses a question or makes 
a request of the City, the Mayor may refer the issue or request to the City Manager for follow up.  At the conclusion 
of the three (3) minute time period, the speaker will be notified that his/her time has elapsed and the next speaker 
will be recognized to come forward to the podium and address the City Council.  The Mayor may rule out of order 
any Speaker who uses abusive or indecorous language, if the subject matter does not pertain to the City of Garden 
City, or if the Speaker(s) attempts to engage the City Council Members in a discussion or dialogue on issues.  City 
Council shall not discuss non-agendized matters because it does not give the public adequate notice.  Accordingly, 
City Council shall be limited to asking factual and clarifying questions of staff, and when appropriate, the Council 
may consider placing a matter on a future agenda.  In addition, it is not reasonable to expect staff to respond to 
any of a variety of issues on which they may or may not be prepared to respond to on a moment’s notice, so the 
City Manager may respond, or direct staff to respond at a later time. 
 

 



 RECEIVE FORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Formal Public Comment – City Council Agenda Protocol 
 

The City of Garden City has identified this portion of the meeting to allow individuals an opportunity to formally 
address the City Council on issues of importance.  Garden City requires that individuals who desire to formally 
address the City Council submit a written request form outlining the subject matter that they intend to discuss so 
that they can be placed on the meeting agenda.  Members of the public desiring to be placed on the agenda to 
present or address matters to the City Council must submit a formal “REQUEST TO BE PLACED ON THE CITY 
COUNCIL AGENDA” form to the Office of the City Manager at least 10 days prior to the requested City Council 
meeting date that you wish to speak.  City Council meetings are held on the first and third Monday of each month 
so the request must be submitted no later than 5:00 pm on the Friday which constitutes 10 days prior.  The 
request can be done in person, regular mail, fax or e-mail and the speaker should obtain acknowledgement of the 
request from the City to demonstrate that the 10 day requirement has been met.  The request form may be 
obtained from the Office of the City Manager and on the City’s website www.gardencity-ga.gov.  The request 
should state the name of the individual(s) desiring to be heard and the subject matter to be presented to City 
Council.  Requests may be referred at the discretion of the City Manager, to appropriate staff for mediation prior 
to being placed on the public agenda.  Please be advised the completion of a request form does not entitle the 
speaker to be added to the agenda. 
 

Speaking to a Public Hearing Item Protocol 

In the interests of time and to ensure fairness of all persons who appear before the City Council to speak for or 
against a public hearing item, speakers will be limited to three (3) minutes each to address City Council except as 
described herein.  One speaker for the Petitioner may address the City Council for no more than 10 minutes, 
unless extended by the Mayor.  In an effort help the City Council and the general public to better understand the 
issues, the Mayor may request that a City staff member address the City Council from the podium.  Speakers 
from the general public may only speak when recognized by the Mayor during the public hearing.  Speakers will 
be asked to come to the podium to address the City Council for three (3) minutes and they shall state their name 
and resident address for the record.   

Speakers addressing City Council on a public hearing item should coordinate comments to respect City Council’s 
time limits.  Groups should select a spokesperson to present the major points that summarize their position and 
opinions.  Speakers are urged to be brief and non-repetitive with their comments.  Comments shall specifically 
address the public hearing item before the City Council, and the speaker shall maintain appropriate tone and 
decorum when addressing the City Council.  City Council may ask questions of the applicant, speakers, or staff 
during these proceedings only for the purpose of clarifying information.  The speaker shall not direct derogatory 
comments to any individual, organization, or business.  At the conclusion of the three (3) minute time period, the 
speaker will be notified that his/her time has elapsed and the next speaker will be recognized to come forward 
to the podium and address the City Council.  Once the public hearing is closed on an item, there will be no 
further opportunity for formal or informal public input at a City Council meeting. 
 

http://www.gardencity-ga.gov/


 
 

 

  

PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCTING PUBLIC HEARINGS ON PROPOSED ZONING DECISIONS BEFORE 
GARDEN CITY’S MAYOR AND COUNCIL AND STANDARDS GOVERNING THE EXERCISE OF  

CITY COUNCIL’S ZONING POWER 
 
Procedures for Conducting Public Hearings on Proposed Zoning Decisions: 
All public hearings conducted by the Mayor and Council on Garden City, Georgia, on proposed zoning decisions shall 
be conducted as follows: 

(1) All public hearings by the Mayor and Council on zoning amendments shall be chaired by the 
Mayor. 

(2) The Mayor shall open the hearing by stating the specific zoning amendment being considered 
at the public hearing and further stating that printed copies of the adopted standards 
governing the exercise of the Mayor and Council’s zoning power and the procedures 
governing the hearing are available to the public. 

(3) The Director of the City’s Planning and Zoning Department shall advise the Mayor and 
Council of the recommendation of the Planning Commission when applicable. 

(4) The Mayor shall determine the number of attendees who desire to testify or present evidence 
at the hearing. 

(5) When there is a large number of individuals wishing to testify at a hearing, the Mayor may 
invoke time limits on individual speakers.  In such cases, these time limits shall apply to all 
speakers.  Proponents, including the petitioner or the petitioner’s agent requesting the zoning 
decision, shall have no less than ten (10) minutes for the presentation of data, evidence, and 
expert opinions; opponents of the proposed decision shall have an equal minimum period of 
time.  The Mayor may grant additional time; provided, however, an equal period of time shall 
be granted both sides. 

(6) The petitioner requesting such zoning decision, or the applicant’s agent, shall be recognized 
first and shall be permitted to present and explain the request for the zoning decision.  
Thereafter, all individuals who so desire shall be permitted to speak in favor of the zoning 
decision. 

(7) After all individuals have had an opportunity to speak in accordance with subparagraph (6) 
above, those individuals present at the public hearing who wish to speak in opposition to the 
requested zoning decision shall have an opportunity to speak. 

(8) The Mayor may limit repetitious comments in the interest of time and may call for a show of 
hands of those persons present in favor of or opposed to the proposed decision. 

(9) It shall be the duty of the Mayor to maintain decorum and to assure the public hearing on the 
proposed decision is conducted in a fair and orderly manner. 

(10) Once all parties have concluded their testimony, the Mayor shall adjourn the public hearing. 
Standards Governing the Exercise of The Zoning Powers of Garden City’s Mayor and Council: 
Prior to making a zoning amendment, the Mayor and Council shall evaluate the merits of a proposed 
amendment according to the following criteria: 

(1) Is this request a logical extension of a zoning boundary which would improve the pattern of 
uses in the general area? 

(2) Is this spot zoning and generally unrelated to either existing zoning or the pattern of 
development of the area? 

(3) Could traffic created by the proposed use or other uses permissible under the zoning sought 
traverse established single-family neighborhoods on minor streets, leading to congestion, 
noise, and traffic hazards? 

(4) Will this request place irreversible limitations or cause material detriment on the area 
similarly zoned as it is or on future plans for it? 

(5) Is there an imminent need for the rezoning and is the property likely to be used for the use 
requested? 

(6) Would the proposed use precipitate similar requests which would generate or accelerate 
adverse land use changes in the zone or neighborhood? 

 



 Approval of City Council Minutes   
 Consideration of City Council Minutes (8/19/19) and Workshop Synopsis (8/26/19)   

 
 Staff Reports  

 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Director of Human Resources 
 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Director of Information Technology 
 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Director of Parks & Recreation 
 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Director of Planning  
 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Director of Public Works   
 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Chief of Police 
 Receive Monthly Departmental Report from Fire Chief 

    
 City Manager’s Updates & Announcements  

 
 ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 

 Ordinance, Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment:  First reading of an ordinance to amend the zoning 
ordinance of Garden City for the purpose of amending Paragraph 83 of Section 90-47(b) to permit 
business establishments selling building, heating, plumbing, electrical, and related supplies and 
materials, to operate in all mixed use zoning districts located within the City with the approval of 
the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
 

 Ordinance, Charter Amendment:  First reading of an ordinance to amend Article IV, Section 4.11, of 
the Charter of Garden City, Georgia, to create and define the office of Chief Municipal Court Judge 
and Associate Municipal Court Judge; to provide for service agreements and maximum terms of 
office for the Municipal Court Judges and Judges Pro-tem. 
 

 Resolution, Chain Field Lease Agreement: A resolution to enter lease with CG Baseball, LLC, for use 
of Diamond No. 6 at Bazemore Ball Park.  

 
 Resolution, Old Dean Forest Road Right-of-Way Acquisition:  A resolution authorizing the City of 

Garden City to purchase a 0.023 acre portion of the Old Dean Forest Road right-of-way owned by 
Dean Forest Partners, LP, in proximity to the intersection of Dean Forest Road and Prosperity Drive, 
which is needed to permit a future traffic signal at said intersection through the Georgia Department 
of Transportation; and to authorize the City Manager to execute the sales contract on behalf of the 
City.  

 
 Resolution, Clearwater Solutions Contract Amendment: A resolution authorizing the City of Garden 

City to amend its service contract with Clearwater Solutions, LLC, to include the provision of 
development services by qualified personnel and to authorize the City Manager to execute the 
services contract amendment for such services.  

 
 



 Resolution, Police Vehicle Replacement: A resolution to authorize the Chief of Police to solicit bids 
for the purchase of a patrol vehicle to replace one of the three patrol cars which have recently been 
taken out of service; and to authorize the City Manager to sign a purchase contract for such a vehicle.       

 
   

 ADJOURN        
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M I N U T E S 
City Council Meeting 

Monday, August 19, 2019 – 6:00 p.m. 
 

Call to Order:  Mayor Bethune called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Opening:  Councilmember Campbell gave the invocation and Mayor Bethune led City Council in the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag. 
 
Roll Call: 
Members:  Mayor Bethune presided.  Council Members: Mayor Pro-tem Bessie Kicklighter, 
Councilmember Bruce Campbell, Councilmember Rosetta Cody, Councilmember Marcia Daniel, 
Councilmember Ruiz and Councilmember Tice. 
 
Staff:  Ron Feldner, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, Clerk of 
Council; Pam Franklin, HR Director; Ben Brengman, IT Director;  Cliff Ducey, Recreation Director; Ron 
Alexander, Planning Director; Benny Googe, Public Works Director; Gilbert Ballard, Chief of Police; 
Corbin Medeiros, Fire Chief; Jackie Jackson, Special Projects Coordinator; Scott Robider, Code 
Enforcement Supervisor; and Chris Snider, IT Technician.   
 
Presentation:  Chief Ballard and Mayor Bethune recognized Police Officer Anthony Desarden as the 
Officer of the 3rd Quarter for the Garden City Police Department.   
 
Informal Public Comment:  Mayor Bethune opened the floor to receive public comment from the 
audience.   
 
Mr. Jason Buelterman, Candidate for Chatham County Commission Chair gave his qualifications and 
asked for City Council’s support in the 2020 election. 
 
Ms. Ardis Wooed with Scenic Chatham an affiliate of Scenic America addressed City Council on the 
organization’s goal to preserve and enhance Chatham County’s visual environment.    
 
There being no further questions or comments from the audience Mayor Bethune closed the informal 
public comment portion of the meeting.  
 
Public Hearing: 
PC1923, Zoning Ordinance Text Amendment: Mayor Bethune opened public hearing to receive public 
comment on an ordinance to amend the zoning ordinance of Garden City for the purpose of amending 
Paragraph 83 of Section 90-47(b) to permit business establishments selling building, heating, plumbing, 
electrical, and related supplies and materials, to operate in all mixed use zoning districts located within 
the City with the approval of the Board of Zoning Appeals.  

Planning Director provided an overview of the zoning ordinance text amendment.  He said the Planning 
Commission recommends approval of the zoning ordinance text amendment.  

There being no questions or comments from the audience or City Council, Mayor Bethune closed the 
public hearing. 
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City Council Minutes:  Upon motion by Councilmember Campbell, seconded by Councilmember 
Kicklighter, City Council voted unanimously to approve the city council minutes dated 7/15/19, 
workshop synopsis dated 7/22/19, and workshop synopsis dated 8/12/19. 

Staff Reports: 
HR Director presented the Human Resources Department’s report for the month of July. 
IT Director presented the Information Technology Department’s report for the month of July. 
Recreation Director presented the Parks & Recreation Department’s report for the month of July. 
Planning Director presented the Planning Department’s report for the month of July. 
Public Works Director presented the Public Works Department’s report for the month of July. 
Chief of Police presented the Police Department’s report for the month of July. 
Fire Chief presented the Fire Department’s report for the month of July. 
 
City Manager’s Updates & Announcements:  City Manager said I have no updates or announcements at 
this time.  
 
Items for Consideration: 
Resolution, CVB Southern Roots & Music Fest: Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution by the 
Mayor and Council to qualify the Southern Roots & Music Fest for the exception under Garden City Code 
Section 6-4(c) to the prohibition of possessing alcoholic beverages on City property, and for the exception 
under the Official Code of Georgia Annotated to the prohibition of firework displays on public properties.  

Upon motion by Councilmember Tice, seconded by Councilmember Ruiz, City Council voted unanimously 
to adopt the resolution.   

Resolution, GCFD AEDs Proposal:   Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution by the Mayor and 
Council to accept the proposal of Forever Young AEDS to sell to the City four (4) AEDS and four (4) pediatric 
pads for a total price of $6,080.00, and to authorize the City Manager to sign the purchase contract for 
the AEDS.  

Upon motion by Councilmember Campbell, seconded by Councilmember Cody, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution.  

Resolution, 2020-2025 SPLOST VII Cycle Intergovernmental Agreement:  Clerk of Council read the 
heading of a resolution by the Mayor and Council to accept the intergovernmental agreement proposed 
by Chatham County for the extension of SPLOST for six years, starting in 2020. 

Upon motion by Councilmember Kicklighter, seconded by Councilmember Campbell, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution.  

Resolution, 2020 Census Chatham County Complete Count Committee: Clerk of Council read the heading 
of a resolution by the Mayor and Council in support of the 2020 U.S. Census Community Action Plan of 
Chatham County and to participate in the plan implementation at a cost to the City of $2,313.50.  

Upon motion by Councilmember Kicklighter, seconded by Councilmember Daniel, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution.  
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Resolution, Federal Aviation Administration Lease Renewal:  Clerk of Council read the heading of a 
resolution to renew the lease between the Federal Aviation Administration and Garden City, Georgia, for 
a 400-square foot parcel on Big Hill Road in Garden City for use as a tower site to operate a Low Level 
Windshear Alert System.   

Upon motion by Councilmember Campbell, seconded by Councilmember Kicklighter, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution.  

Resolution, GCPD Records Management System Agreement: Clerk of Council read the heading of a 
resolution authorizing the City of Garden City to authorize a license agreement with Synergistic Software, 
Inc., (SSI) to purchase public safety software for the Garden City Police Department.   

Upon motion by Councilmember Daniel, seconded by Councilmember Kicklighter, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution. 

Resolution, Herty Advanced Materials Development Center Sewer Agreement: Clerk of Council read the 
heading of a resolution to authorize the City Manager to execute, on the behalf of the City, an agreement 
with Herty Advanced Materials Development Center (AMDC) setting forth the terms and conditions for 
the City’s receipt, treatment, and disposal of Herty AMDC’s pre-treated waste materials.  

Upon motion by Councilmember Tice, seconded by Councilmember Ruiz, City Council voted unanimously 
to adopt the resolution.  

Resolution, City Hall A/C Unit Replacement Bid Award: Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution 
to accept the low bid of Coastal Air Technologies, Inc., for the purchase and installation of an air handler 
unit to replace the City’s current inoperable unit located at City Hall for the price of $72,450.00; and to 
authorize the City Manager to execute the purchase contract.  

Upon motion by Councilmember Kicklighter, seconded by Councilmember Campbell, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution.  

Resolution, Isolation Valve Installation Bid Award: Clerk of Council read the heading of a resolution to 
authorize the City Manager to execute, on the behalf of the City, a contract with D&R Utility Construction 
for the purchase and installation of three (3) specialized 6-inch “Inserta Valves” and (1) specialized 10-
inch “Inserta Valve for the price of $24,980.40, with the provision set forth therein to address any 
legitimate change orders or work plan modifications which may arise due to unforeseen/unanticipated 
field conditions.   

Upon motion by Councilmember Ruiz, seconded by Councilmember Daniel, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution.  

Resolution, Water Pollution Control Plant Headworks Improvements: Clerk of Council read the heading 
of a resolution authorizing the City to engage the services of Brennan Jones Engineering Associates for the 
provisions of engineering services in connection with the replacing of the existing drum screen headworks 
equipment at the City’s Water Pollution Control Plant; and to authorize the City Manager to execute a 
work order for such services.  

Upon motion by Councilmember Campbell, seconded by Councilmember Cody, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution.  
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Resolution, Third Street/Highway 80 Pump Station Upgrade: Clerk of Council read the heading of a 
resolution authorizing the City to engage the services of Brennan Jones Engineering Associates for the 
provision of engineering services in connection with the upgrade of the City’s Third Street/Highway 80 
pump station equipment; and to authorize the City Manager to execute a work order for such services.  

Upon motion by Councilmember Campbell, seconded by Councilmember Tice, City Council voted 
unanimously to adopt the resolution.  

Adjournment:  Upon motion by Councilmember Campbell, seconded by Councilmember Ruiz, City Council 
unanimously adjourned the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 

 

 

Transcribed & submitted by:  Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by:  City Council 9/16/19 
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SYNOPSIS 
City Council Workshop  

Monday, August 26, 2019 – 5:30 p.m. 
 

Call to Order:  Mayor Bethune called the workshop to order at 5:30 p.m. and gave the invocation.  
 
Attendees 
Members:  Mayor Bethune presided.  City Council Members:  Mayor Pro-tem Bessie Kicklighter, 
Councilmember Bruce Campbell, Councilmember Rosetta Cody, Councilmember Debbie Ruiz and 
Councilmember Kim Tice.  Absent:  Councilmember Marcia Daniel. 
 
Staff:  Ron Feldner, City Manager; James P. Gerard, City Attorney; Rhonda Ferrell-Bowles, Finance 
Director/Clerk of Council; Cliff Ducey, Parks/Recreation Director; Ben Brengman, IT Director; Gil Ballard, 
Chief of Police; Ron Alexander, Planning Director; Jackie Jackson, Special Projects Coordinator; and Scot 
Robider, Code Enforcement Supervisor.  
 
Visitors:  Residents from the Rossignol Hill Community 
 
Mayor Bethune said I would like for the Mayor’s Updates to be moved to last on the agenda, because I 
have seven items to bring up.  
 
Chain Field Lease Agreement:  Recreation Director said CG Baseball is interested in leasing field #6 for a 
three year term.  The annual lease fee would be $3,600. Based upon City Council’s approval of the lease 
agreement at the September 16th council meeting, CG Baseball would like to start leasing the field as early 
as October 1st.   
 
After a brief discussion, City Council recommended staff move forward with placing the agreement on the 
September 16th council agenda for formal consideration.  
 
Dig Once Policy:  IT Director said this policy is in regards to the excavation in or adjacent to a County or 
City right-of-way for the installation of or upgrade telecommunications cable, conduit or other 
infrastructure. This policy has already been implemented by our planning and zoning department.  
Chatham County has requested that the City officially adopt this policy by resolution.  
 
After a brief discussion, City Council recommended staff move forward with placing the policy on the 
September 16th council agenda for formal consideration.  
 
Ordinance – Charter Amendment - Agreements / Terms for Municipal Court Judges and Judges Pro-tem:  
City Attorney said the charter amendment amends Article IV, Section 4.11, of the City’s Charter to change 
the maximum service term limit to one year instead of two years and to create the offices of Chief 
Municipal Court Judge and, Associate Municipal Court Judge amongst whom the duties and 
responsibilities of the current Municipal Court Judge shall be apportioned.  The new law requires service 
agreements to be entered into between the City and the Judges.   
 
Chief of Police said our case load is becoming too large for one Judge to handle.  This will help to improve 
the flow our court system.   
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After a brief discussion, City Council recommended staff move forward with placing the charter 
amendment ordinance on the September 16th council agenda for formal consideration.    
 
CWS Contract Amendment for Building Inspector Services:  City Manager said Ron is currently having to 
handle all of the inspections due to our current building inspector being on medical leave.  To help bridge 
the gap, staff is recommending amending our current service agreement with Clearwater Solutions to 
provide development services performed by a certified ICC Building Inspector.   
 
After a brief discussion, City Council recommended staff move forward with placing the contract 
amendment on the September 16th council agenda for formal consideration.    
 
Revenue & Expenditures Report as of July 31, 2019:  Finance Director presented the report.  There being 
no questions or comments, City Council accepted the report as presented.  Councilmember Kicklighter 
said I would like to thank staff for their good management of the City’s funds.   
 
City Manager’s Updates:  City Manager said the GEFA loan application to secure funding for the Prosperity 
Drive Water Service Project will be submitted to GEFA at the end of this week. Our loan application will 
go before the GEFA Board for consideration in November.  Jim and I are working on a memorandum of 
understanding detailing the developer’s responsibilities and obligations.  The developer is willing to pay 
the debt service and fix the road.  This project will allow us to expand our current water service.  A traffic 
signal will be installed at Prosperity Drive. 
 
Special Projects Coordinator said I’m working on a letter of support for Habitat of Humanity that will detail 
what services we provide (i.e. waiver of fees, etc.) to assist them in getting funding for more affordable 
housing.  Mayor Bethune said they are getting ready to do a builders blitz.   
 
Special Projects Coordinator gave a brief report on the CVB Southern Roots & Music Fest event held on 
Saturday, August 24th.  She said we had a very good turnout for the event and everyone had a good time.  
She said the Grainger family was a key sponsor of the event.  She said I have already heard from other 
companies who are interested in sponsoring next year’s event.  
 
Mayor’s Updates:  Mayor Bethune said City of Savannah will be hosting the Chatham Municipal 
Association Meeting on September 4th.   
 
Mayor Bethune said the County Tax Commissioner may not be doing the City’s property tax right.  He 
provided a copy of a tax bill to the City Attorney asked him to check into why the property listed on the 
tax bill was not paying city property taxes.      
 
Mayor Bethune said the meeting we had Thursday night about the trains went well.  
 
Mayor Bethune asked if the Public Works Director put in the FY20 budget for a new street sweeper.  
Finance Director said the Public Works did not submit a FY20 budget request for a new sweeper.   
 
Mayor Bethune said the streets in the Oaks Subdivision are getting worse.  I feel the issue started nine 
years ago when the former City Manager and Zoning/Building Director allowed building permits to be 
issued before the City accepted the streets. He said I read our ordinance and it’s my understanding that 
we have to accept the streets before we can fix them.   
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City Attorney said some subdivisions have private streets.  You can issue building permits without having 
accepted the streets. City Attorney said I’ll go back and look at the ordinance.  Mayor Bethune said I want 
to know what we can do about getting the streets repaved.  City Manager said I’ll talk with the City 
Attorney about the streets after he has had a chance to look at the ordinance.  
 
Councilmember Cody said these residents they have asked to speak to Council about their concerns of a 
rooming house in the neighborhood.  City Manager said we are aware of the issue and our Code 
Enforcement Supervisor talked with the owner of the home as well as the residents last Thursday evening.   
 
A resident said I live next door to the home and they have no trash cans.  Their trash is stacked up and I’m 
concerned about rodents.  She said there is a lot of cars parked there on the weekend.  This is supposed 
to be a single family residence, but several adults living there.   
 
City Manager said we are aware of the trash issue and carts have been ordered.  
 
Code Enforcement Supervisor said I observed a mother, father, and three kids living in the house, and a 
brother of one of the parents is staying in a backroom of the house.  The house is set up like a regular 
house with one kitchen.   
 
A resident said I have seen three adult women living there. They drive the Honda Pilot car.  There is a black 
truck parked in the vacant lot.  Code Enforcement Supervisor said the homeowner does not own the 
vacant lot.    
 
City Manager said the Code Enforcement Supervisor will revisit this.  The trash issue will be fixed this 
week. We will continue working on this.     
 
A resident said I believe they have violated the zoning, because it is supposed be a single family dwelling 
and its multi-family.  They have knocked down my mailbox three times and something needs to be done.  
 
Mayor Bethune said you all have our attention and we will do what we can within the law to address the 
issues.   
 
Adjournment:  There being no further items, City Council unanimously adjourned the workshop at 6:19 
p.m. 
 
 
 
Transcribed & submitted by:  Clerk of Council 
Accepted & approved by:  City Council 9/16/19  
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 



 

 

  

 

TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE:   September 16, 2019 

 

SUBJECT: Human Resources Department Report for August 2019  

Report in Brief 

Attached is the Human Resources Department’s Month End Report.   

 

      Prepared by: Pam Franklin 

      Title:  Human Resources Director 

 

 

      Reviewed by: ____________________________ 

      Title  ____________________________ 

 

 

____________________________ 

City Manager 

 

 

Attachment(s) 

 

 

 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM AGENDA ITEM 



Human Resources Department / Month End Report 
 
Recruitment/Positions filled 
The City continues ongoing recruitment for Police Officer and/or Police Officer Recruit and Part-time Firefighters.   
 
New Hires 
The City welcomes Firefighter Daniel Shelley. 
 
Employment Terminations 
No employment terminations during the month of August. 
 
City Employment 
The City’s full-time employee count is 106.   

The chart below illustrates the percentage distribution by department of full-time employees with actual employee 
count by department to the right of each department.   

 

FIGURE 1     NOTE:  2019 TOTAL COUNCIL APPROVED/BUDGETED POSITIONS IS  
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EMPLOYEE TURNOVER DATA 

The City’s turnover rate per month 

 January 1% 
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The graph below illustrates turnover in full time positions for current year 2019 compared to turnover occurring in the 
previous year.  

 

Unemployment Claims:   No unemployment claims received for August. 
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Workers Compensation 

No workplace accidents this month. 
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TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE: 9/16/2019 
SUBJECT: Technology Department Report for the Month of August 2019 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Technology Department Monthly Status Report includes a wide variety of information in an 
effort to better inform the public and the City Council.  
 
 
 
      Prepared by: Benjamin Brengman 
      Title  Director of Information Technology 
 
 
      Reviewed by: ____________________________ 
      Title  ____________________________ 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment(s) 
 
 
 
 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 



Technology Report 
 

 Deployed two laptop computers.  
 Started the SSI project – Police record management system.  

. 
 
 
 

Social Media 
 

 Currently we have 1145 followers on Facebook and 495 followers on 
twitter. 
 

 
Building Maintenance  
 
  

 Currently working on the fountain transformation. 
 Installation of the canopy in the Police Department parking lot has 

been completed.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL   DATE: September 11th 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Parks & Recreation 2019 August Report 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Parks & Recreation Monthly Status Report includes a summary of the monthly activities and projects of all 
divisions within the Department.  This report also provides information regarding key items of interest and/or 
activities throughout the month. Garden City Parks and Recreation Department August report. Our staff continues 
to relish opportunities to provide quality programming and facilities to our residents. We encourage all residents 
to participate in a program of choice and begin reaping the emotions and physical rewards associated with 
teamwork, interaction and physical and mental activity. 
 
The operations detail contained in this report is for the Month of August 2019_ and all related 
information is current as of ___September 11, 2019_____. 
 
 
 
      Prepared by: _________Cliff Ducey________ 
      Title  __Parks & Recreation Director_ 
 
 
      Reviewed by: ____________________________ 
      Title  ____________________________ 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment(s) 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM AGENDA ITEM 
Parks & Recreation 

  
 



 
Parks & Recreation Department  

 Status Report 
Summary -  August  2019 

 
 
 
Adult/Youth/Sports Programs & Community Relations Activities/Events  
 
 
Adult Programs 
Senior Center 
During the Month of July an average of 41 Senior Citizens attended/participated in adult programs at 
the Senior Center.  Total number of lunch meals served 855. And 110 Breakfast meals were served.  
Activities included: Devotion time, bingo, trivia, puzzles, dominoes, bridge, cards, pool and line 
dancing and muscle strengthening exercise. 
 
 Monthly Programs Offered 

• September 12th was Game Night 
 

• September 13th:( 8:30 ) Trip to Brunswick and lunch in Darien 
 

• September 17th; (11:45 ) A representative from Pruitt Care and Rehab in Port 
Wentworth will visit the Seniors to keep them informed of all the services that 
they  have available if needed 
 

• September 24th: (11:00) Debra Mays insurance representative  will present a 
program on Medicare 101 
 

• September 26th: ( 4:30) We will have our monthly Out to Eat with a visit to 
Krystal Beer Parlor 
 

• September 30th:( (1:00) Book Club will meet in our library 
 

• Our fall trip to Pigeon Forge is approaching very quickly!  The Seniors will spend 
3 night and 4 days in Pigeon Forge with a trip to Dollywood, Smoky Mountain 
Opera Show, Hatfield and McCoy Dinner show, Dixie Stampede Dinner Show 
(this will be the first Christmas Show of the season ) and the exhibit 
Titanic.  Most importantly, we hope the fall foliage will be at a peak!  (October 
26th thru 31st ) 

 

 



• Ongoing: Pool table, workout room, on line computer, Wi-Fi, card games,  group 
exercise classes, bingo, Wednesday morning devotionals,  well stocked library, 
and brain games are also still on every month's calendar!  Of course the coffee 
pot, donuts, and fresh lemonade are offered up everyday! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Youth Programs 
Cooper Center 
During the month of August,  20 per day Youths attended/participated in youth programs/Breakfast-
Lunch Program.  Activities included: Ping-Pong, indoor board games and playground.  
 Monthly Programs Offered  

 
• After school activities 
• Outdoor fenced in playground and basketball court.  

September 
Republic Services and with Habitat for Humanity along with the City of Garden City had their  2nd 
volunteer work day at the Cooper Center on September 14th, 9am-2pm. 
We painted the inside of the building and replaced the ceiling tiles.  
 
 
Sports Programs/Activities 
  

 Upcoming Sports Programs/Events   Fall sports signups underway  
 

 Football Practice Began – August 1st 
 Soccer Practice Began – August 19th 

 

 

Community Relations Activities/Events  
 
 
 

• Garden City Eagle Football & Soccer 
3 Football teams  
4 soccer teams 



            
 
Camp Eagle ran very smooth this year and the Parks and Recreation Staff is looking forward 
and making plans for next summer’s Day Camp. 
 
 
 
 
 
The graphs below are visual summaries of the number of participants in Garden City’s Recreation 
Programs/Activities. 
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Parks Maintenance/Improvement Projects 

50, 28%

22, 13%

25, 14%

20, 11%

60

Top  Activities August 2019  

Camp Eagle

Gynastics

Cooper Center

Soccer

Football

 
 
 
 Project Name:  Cooper Center Renovation. 
 
Start Date: June 2019 
  
Status:  Continuous for the fall  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

GARDEN CITY GA 

 

MONTHLY REPORT 
 

 

PREPARED FOR: 

Garden City Council 
 

 

 

PREPARED BY: 

Ron Alexander, Building Safety Director 
100 Central Ave. 

Garden City, Ga. 31405 
(912-547-2972) 

 

August 31, 2019 

 



    

 

 i
  

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  

1.0   MONTHLY REPORT ......................................................................................................... 1 

1.1     Special Projects and Events ............................................................................................................................................... 2 

1.2 Planning and Zoning ............................................................................................................................................................... 3 

1.3 Building Department ........................................................................................................................................................... 4 

1.4 Fire Marshal .......................................................................................................................................................................... 5 

1.5      Floodplain Management…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….6 

1.6     Photographs.………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    

 

 2 

  

 

 

1.0 MONTHLY REPORT 

1.1 SPECIAL PROJECTS AND EVENTS 

1.1.1 Events 

New Business: The Garden City Town Center development continues, Site Development is 
90% complete. In August the Vertical plans were under review for the Tapestry Park 
Apartments. The development will have additional landscapes, parking, retail, 
restaurants, office buildings and residential apartment housing consisting of one, two and 
three bedrooms. The apartment community will have a total of 232 units with many 
amenities such as a pool, clubhouse, fitness room and playground. The development will 
construct five new buildings to include BLDG 1 11,700 SF with 4,420 Retail and 7,280 
Restaurant, BLDG 2 11,700 SF with 4,420 Retail and 7,280 Restaurant, BLDG 3 6,864 SF for 
Retail, BLDG 4 will be 2 stories with 38,400 SF Office Space and BLDG 5 will be 2 stories 
with 38,400 SF Office Space.  
 
In August Site Development plans were received for The Kingston Hotel to be located on 
Minus Ave. The project consist of clearing an existing wooded commercial lot for use as a 
hotel. The Kingston is a four story 44,381 square foot hotel with 90 guest rooms. The 
facility will include a restaurant, dining room, shop, lobby/check-in areas, administrative 
areas, swimming pool and dog park areas. 
 
In August Site Development plans were received for The Sleep Inn Hotel to be located on 
Second Street. The site is located near the intersection of Highway 80 and Burnsed 
Boulevard. The project entails construction of a 3 story Sleep Inn – MainStay Suites with a 
total of 73 guest rooms. The facility will include lobby/lounge areas, fitness center, 
pantry, market, administrative and guest service areas. 
 
In August Site Development plans were received for Traco Construction located at 5553 
Export Boulevard. The existing site contains an office/warehouse facility. The project will 
involve site improvements for the construction of a 8050 SF warehouse addition, concrete 
paving and a new detention area. 
 
Site Development plans are under review for Empire Distributors located at 1101 Chatham 
Parkway Lot 5. Empire Distributors currently operates an existing warehouse off Dean 
Forest Road. The company plans to relocate their existing operation to the new 
distribution warehouse on Chatham Parkway. There are no existing structures onsite. The 
project will include a new 11,999 SF building, light duty parking for employees/visitors, 
heavy duty parking for transloading trucks. 
 
Site Development plans are under review for the Chatham City Apartments addition 
located at 4309 Augusta Road. The existing site is currently developed and used for 
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mobile home lots. The site will be re-developed with necessary improvements in order to 
support the addition of five new apartment buildings. Each of the new structures will 
have eight 2-bedroom units. The site development will include improvements to the 
City’s water service lines in the area. 
 
As of January the W8 Shipping Site Development at 4895 Old Louisville Rd is complete. W8 
Shipping will develop the neighboring site located at 4903 Old Louisville Rd for their 
business expansion. Site Development plans continue under review for the W8 Shipping 
expansion. 
 
In August Site Development plans were approved and permits issued for 36 West Chatham 
Court. The Vertical plans are under review. The property is currently vacant. The lot will 
be developed for construction of a 8,280 SF office/warehouse and a paved parking lot to 
accommodate the Lennox Company. 
 
Site Development continued for the State Drug Testing Facility located at 24 West 
Chatham Court. In June the Vertical plans were approved and permits issued. The project 
is approximately 25% complete at this time. The proposed development will consist of a 
5,500 SF, 2 story building (11,000 SF total) and a paved parking area. 
 
Site Development continued for Roush Truck Center located at 38 West Chatham Court. In 
July the Vertical Shell plans were approved and permits issued. In August the interior 
finish plans were under review. The project is approximately 20% complete at this time 
The Roush project includes the construction of a 30,000 SF warehouse with the necessary 
site improvements in support of the operation. 
 
Site Development continued for the new Garden City Plaza located at 511 US Highway 80. 
The existing site was an abandoned used car dealership. The project involves the 
demolition of the existing structures for site improvements to include a convenience store 
with gas pumps, and a laundry facility.  
 
In August Site Development and Vertical permits were issued for construction of the new 
Popeye’s Restaurant located at 4818 Augusta Road. The existing site consist of 
undeveloped grassed area and concrete pavement. The project will involve the 
construction of a new 2,147 SF restaurant, paved parking area, sidewalks and 
landscaping. Permits are pending GUPS approval. 
 
Site Development continued for American 1 Logistics located at 1636 Dean Forest Road. 
The existing site contained a vacant single-family residence with a shop used for 
maintenance of vehicles. The project involved the demolition of the residential structure. 
The maintenance shop will remain and the site will be redeveloped for a container drop 
yard with office space. The project is approximately 80% complete at this time. 
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Site Development continued for Centerpoint Intermodal Center at 54 Sonny Perdue Drive. 
The Vertical construction is complete. The 248,000 SF building houses two tenant spaces, 
one with 148,613 SF, and the second space 99,196 SF. In April interior build out plans 
were received and permits issued for the 148,613 SF tenant space. In May interior build 
out plans were received and permits issued for the 99,196 SF tenant space. Both spaces 
have been leased, and the project is approximately 95% complete at this time. 
 
Site Development and building construction continued for Pump-N-Go on Augusta Road. 
The Pump-N-Go will develop the lot to add pumping stations and renovate the existing 
structure to include a convenience store and tenant spaces. As of July this project is 90% 
complete. 
 
During the month of August 2019 there were several other new projects and business 
submitted for review and approval. Several others projects submitted previously have 
also been approved during this reporting period. The approved projects have recently 
commenced construction activities and are at various stages of construction at this time.  

1.1.2 SPECIAL PROJECTS 

CRS. The City continues its efforts to strengthen our services in Floodplain Management. 
On 11/19/2018 Garden City improved from a CRS class 8 to a CRS class 6 with an effective 
date of 5/1/2019. As a condition of continued participation in the Community Rating 
System (CRS), Garden City is required to recertify annually in order to maintain the 
community’s current CRS Classification. In August the department began its annual 
recertification process. Recertification materials will be submitted by October 15, 2019. 

PPI. The Program for Public Information (PPI) Committee for Garden City developed 
projects for 2019. During meetings the committee studied the needs of the community 
and the different needs for individual areas within the City as well as the City as a whole. 
The committee discussed the need for an aggressive campaign to get information out to 
the public and discussed target areas and groups that may need special attention. The 
committee discussed programs that are already taking place in the community and how 
those programs and activities fit the PPI plan. Newly proposed projects were developed 
through discussions at committee meetings. There are 10 projects and initiatives that will 
be implemented during 2019. 

Housing Team. The Garden City Housing Team will renovate homes in 2019. In support of 
the Housing Team the Director of Planning and Economic Development and the Garden 
City Building Inspector will inspect homes for repair. The Planning and Economic 
Development department and the Housing Team will be working with DCA to receive 
funding in 2019. 

1.1.3 New Businesses 

NAME PHYSICAL ADDRESS BUSINESS TYPE 

1. FNS INC. 54 SONNY PERDUE DR STE 102 WAREHOUSING & STORAGE 
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2. LOW COUNTRY DISCOUNT 
APPLIANCE 309 D MAIN ST USED APPLIANCE STORE 

3. TRICAP INTERNATIONAL LLC 54 SONNY PERDUE DR STE 101 GENERAL WAREHOUSING 

4. AIRPORT MINI STORAGE LLC 1327 & 1329 LYNAH AVE MINI SELF STORAGE WAREHOUSES 

5. AIRPORT MINI STORAGE LLC 520 BOURNE AVE MINI SELF STORAGE WAREHOUSES 

6. AIRPORT MINI STORAGE LLC 1333 LYNAH AVE MINI SELF STORAGE WAREHOUSES 

7. SOLICITOUS HOME CARE SERVICES  3 OSCEOLA DR HOME OFFICE FOR HOME HEALTH   CARE 

8. ELITE CARPET CLEANERS LLC 4103 D EIGHTH ST OFFICE FOR CARPET CLEANING BUSINESS 

9. O'LEARY'S HEATING & AIR LLC 1101 CHATHAM PKY STE F4 HVAC CONTRACTOR 

10. S R CONSTRUCTION SERVICES INC 3911 OLD LOUISVILLE RD  #109 INSULATION CONTRACTOR 

 

1.2 PLANNING AND ZONING 

This department, in conjunction with the other effected City departments, continues 
to systematically develop the data base common to those department needs and 
improve accessibility to the individual departments.  

Monthly activity in Planning and Zoning services are as follows: 

There were 3 action items on the agenda of the Planning Commission and 0 action 
items for the Board of Appeals for the hearing on 8/13/2019.  

The meeting notes are as follows: 

 

Minutes  

Board of Zoning Appeals/Planning Commission  

August 13, 2019 - 6:00PM   

 
Board of Zoning Appeals 

 
No cases to be heard 
 
Planning Commission 

 

PC1921: Greg Coleman representing property owner W8 Sonny Perdue Partners, LLC request a site plan 
approval for future development of Love’s Truckstop to be located at 2 Sonny Perdue Drive; PIN 6-0924-
05-015 formally known as 0 Travis Field Road. 
 
Chairman Monroe opened the floor for comment and those in favor of the request.  
 
Greg Coleman; Coleman Company stated we were previously here for a container yard. Bob Burdell is to 
develop Love’s Truckstop with truck and trailer parking, auto fueling in the front and a 24/7 operation. 
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Commissioner Selph said is this is a traditional overnight facility with showers? 
 
Mr. Coleman replied yes. 
 
Commissioner Orel said will there be any major repairs? 
 
Mr. William Gleason; Love’s Truckstop, Inc. stated repairs will include light maintenance, changing bulbs, 
oil changes. He said we have 500 Truckstop’s across the U.S., and this location qualifies for 
development.  
 
Commissioner Jackson said how did you choose Arby’s to go into the adjacent space? 
 
Mr. Gleason said developments have some type of restaurant whether its McDonalds, Subway, or 
Chester Chicken; the Arby’s has not been approved and is not official but if approved the employees will 
be Love’s employees. 
 
Chairman Monroe said when are you planning to start construction? 
 
Mr. Gleason said within six months plans are to break ground and under construction within 90 days of 
closing on a property. 
 
Vice-Chair Perry said would you elaborate on the site plan showing 95 trucks, the facility having showers 
and the type security as this is an overnight facility. 
 
Mr. Gleason said the site is developed for overnight staging for the trucks with a facility having five to six 
showers and having security depends upon the location. The perimeter is fenced and several cars within 
an uncommon area signals a red light. He continued by saying areas are well lit and if we see issues we 
are proactive and our employees are trained to identify human trafficking.  
 
Commissioner Jackson said will the property be covered with a patrol presence? 
 
Mr. Gleason said the owners Tom and Judy Love do not want a tarnish on their name brand which has 
been in business since 1964. 
 
Vice-Chair Perry said what are the plans for the small area adjacent to parking which protrudes into 
wetlands? 
 
Mr. Coleman said if impacted we would obtain a permit from U.S. Corp of Engineers which would be done 
during construction. 
 
Ron Alexander; Planning Director said this is a typical practice of trade off. 
 
Vice-Chair Perry said what is the size of this store compared to other stores? 
 
Mr. Gleason said this is a Tier 1 the largest is Tier 0 which offers parking of 100 to 120 spaces.  This tier 
has the potential to have two resident restaurants. 
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Chairman Monroe said Gulfstream and the Military are two of your neighbors and they are a consideration 
of interest for determining potential food establishments. 
 
Chairman Monroe asked for further questions or comments for those in favor of the request; being none 
he called for opposition, with no opposition Chairman Monroe called for a motion. Commissioner Crosby 
made a motion to approve PC1921: Greg Coleman representing property owner W8 Sonny Perdue 
Partners, LLC request a site plan approval for future development of Love’s Truckstop to be located at 2 
Sonny Perdue Drive; PIN 6-0924-05-015 formally known as 0 Travis Field Road. Commissioner Selph 
seconds the motion; vote passes without opposition. 
 
PC1922: Greg Coleman representing property owner W8 Sonny Perdue Partners, LLC request a site plan 
approval for future development of Sonny Perdue Industrial Development, warehouse distribution center 
to be located at 2 Sonny Perdue Drive; PIN 6-0924-05-016 formally known as 0 Travis Field Road.  
 
Chairman Monroe opened the floor for comment and those in favor of the request. 
 
Greg Coleman said this is tract F, a previous request was for a container storage yard but the owner’s 
goal is now a class A space that fits within the rest of the surrounding development. Mr. Coleman said 
this development will be concrete tilt up storefront system that has windows for natural light and windows 
for aesthetics. The development will be consistent with what you see with CenterPoint; there is no 
stacking, trailer parking, and no container storage. 
 
Vice-Chair Perry said how many employees will this facility involve? 
 
Mr. Coleman said this facility could potentially be sold so hours of operation and number of employees 
depends on the tenant. 
 
Chairman Monroe stated that Staff has reviewed the overall layout and the intended use are in 
accordance with City Ordinance and recommends approval with the stipulation that final plans be in 
accordance with City Code. 
 
Chairman Monroe asked for further questions or comments for those in favor of the request; being none 
he called for opposition, with no opposition Chairman Monroe called for a motion. Vice-Chair Perry made 
a motion to approve PC1922: Greg Coleman representing property owner W8 Sonny Perdue Partners, 
LLC request a site plan approval for future development of Sonny Perdue Industrial Development, 
warehouse distribution center to be located at 2 Sonny Perdue Drive; PIN 6-0924-05-016 formally known 
as 0 Travis Field Road as recommended by staff with stipulation that final plans are in accordance with 
City Code. Commissioner Crosby seconds the motion; vote passes without opposition. 
 
PC1923: City of Garden City request an ordinance to amend the zoning ordinances of Garden City, 
Georgia as amended, for the purpose of amending Paragraph 83 of Section 90-47(b) to permit business 
establishments selling building, heating, plumbing, electrical and related supplies and materials, to 
operate in all mixed use zoning districts located within the City with the approval of the Board of Zoning 
Appeals; to repeal all ordinances in conflict herewith; to provide an effective date; and for other purposes. 
 
Chairman Monroe opened the floor for comment and those in favor of the request. 
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Ron Alexander; Planning Director stated that the building, electrical and supply business verbiage doesn’t 
allow anchor type business; the drafted ordinance allows this in mixed use districts. He said staff’s 
recommendation is to approve and each use must appear before the Board of Appeals within the mixed 
zoning district. 
 
Chairman Monroe said his concern is that “all” mixed use permitting for this type of business, is this 
consistent with the future land use plan? He said this requires City Council approval for the amendment 
and Board of Appeals approval for the use. 
 
Vice-Chair Perry said what is the effective date of the ordinance? 
 
Ron Alexander; Planning Director said with this particular verbiage the ordinance takes effect once 
adopted. 
 
Chairman Monroe asked for further questions or comments for those in favor of the request; being none 
he called for opposition, with no opposition Chairman Monroe called for a motion. Commissioner Selph 
made a motion to recommend to Council to approve PC1923: City of Garden City request an ordinance to 
amend the zoning ordinances of Garden City, Georgia as amended, for the purpose of amending 
Paragraph 83 of Section 90-47(b) to permit business establishments selling building, heating, plumbing, 
electrical and related supplies and materials, to operate in all mixed use zoning districts located within the 
City with the approval of the Board of Zoning Appeals; to repeal all ordinances in conflict herewith; to 
provide an effective date; and for other purposes. Commissioner Crosby seconds the motion; a vote is 
taken and passes with Vice-Chair Perry and Chairman Monroe voting in opposition. 
 
With no further business Vice-Chair Perry made a motion to adjourn the Planning Commission meeting; 
with a second by Commissioner Selph; the vote passes without opposition.  
 
 

1.3 BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

During the month this office issued 35 permits for various items pertaining to Site 
Infrastructure and Vertical construction activities. There were approximately 84 
onsite inspections associated with the permits issued. There has been approximately 
100 plan reviews associated with the number of permits issued to ensure compliance 
with the civil, environmental, building, fire, mechanical, electrical and plumbing 
codes and ordinances adopted by the state and city. There has been approximately 
another 70 meetings to discuss a variety of issues concerning building related matters 
such as plans, codes, ordinances and procedures. Please note the majority of these in 
office and field visits were done in conjunction and simultaneously with other types of 
inspections such as Business Licenses Verifications, Fire Inspections and Zoning 
Verifications. 

The following are the totals for the month: 

35 permits issued 
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84 inspections 

100 plan reviews 

70 meetings 

Approximately 4 hrs. of in house and field training.   

 

1.4 FIRE MARSHAL 

During this reporting period there were approximately 60 onsite Fire Inspections of 
Garden City’s jurisdictional properties and facilities. During the month there has been 
approximately 70 in office Fire Protection reviews of planned projects pertaining to 
Fire Protection planning prior to permitting. These inspections and reviews are based 
on and are to ensure that all state and locally adopted codes are properly and 
efficiently enforced.  Training in the above mentioned areas continues with major 
emphasis applied to training in the form of on-site training and in office training. 
Please note the majority of these in office and field visits were done in conjunction 
and simultaneously with other types of reviews and inspections such as Business 
Licenses Verifications, Building Inspections and Zoning Verifications. 

The following are totals for Fire Marshal activities for the month: 

60 onsite inspections 

70 plan reviews 

Approximately 10 hrs. in house training and educational activities. 

 

1.5  FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 

During this reporting period, continued emphasis has been applied to monitoring 
construction activities in the Special Flood Plain Areas and keeping an inventory of 
the Cuts and Fills in those areas. The strengthening of communication and combined 
efforts of other regulatory agencies such as EPD and EPA continued this month. The 
efforts are important in order to ensure the City stays in compliance with federal 
regulations, and at the same time using those resources where possible to aid in the 
enforcement of those regulations common to all concerned. The efforts to improve 
the City’s Community Rating System (CRS) is ongoing during this month. Part of that 
process involves interaction and participation of multi-jurisdictional meetings and 
trainings amid at unity in all the local jurisdiction in the enforcement of the common 
regulations. In doing so the City continues advancement in the governing regulations 
which yields better ratings resulting in lower Flood Insurance Rates for our citizens 
located in the Special Flood Hazard Areas. The enforcement involves meetings, plan 
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reviews and site inspection of all City jurisdictional properties located in the Special 
Flood Hazard Area. City staff on a daily bases monitors all activity located in the 
areas. 

The following are totals for the month: 

Approximately 30 related site inspections 

Approximately 20 plan reviews 

 

 

1.6 PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 

Savannah Auto Trader – Augusta Road 
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Savannah Auto Trader – Augusta Road 

 

 

Garden City Plaza – Highway 80 
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Garden City Plaza – Highway 80 

 

 

 

UPS – Sonny Perdue Drive  
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UPS – Sonny Perdue Drive 

 

 

UPS – Sonny Perdue Drive 
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Tricap – Sonny Perdue Drive 

 

 

Tricap – Sonny Perdue Drive  
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FNS – Sonny Perdue Drive 

 

 

FNS – Sonny Perdue Drive 
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FNS – Sonny Perdue Drive 

 

 

New Home – Water Oak Way 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE: 9/16/19 
 
SUBJECT: Public Works & Water Operations Monthly Status Report 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Public Works & Water Operations Departments Monthly Status Report includes an 
extensive summary of the monthly activity of all divisions within the Departments.  This report 
also provides information regarding key projects and/or activities throughout the month. 
 
The operations detail contained in this report is for the month of August and all project related 
information is current as of 8/31/2019. 
 
 
 
     Prepared by: Frank Sypeck 
     Title  Public Works Administration 
 
 
     Reviewed by: Benny Googe 
     Title  Public Works Director 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment(s) 
 

 
 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 



Public Works Department 
Monthly Status Report 

Summary – August 2019 
 
Operations & Maintenance 
 
Public Works personnel completed 22 Resident Requests, making 114 Work Orders for the 
month of August.  They included: 

Storm Drainage: 
 Ditch Maintenance (Backhoe): 9,109 feet 
 Canal Maintenance (Kubota Sidecutter):  71 miles (was back in service later in the month)  
 Underground stormwater utility point repairs:  40 feet pipe repair, multiple storm drains and 

inverts cleaned 
 Storm Drains Vacuumed: $3,000 (3rd Party) 

 
Streets: 
 $3,630 for 3rd party street/asphalt repairs (Nelson, Azalea, Jasper & Byck) 
 About 1,314 miles of shoulder maintenance   
 Dirt/gravel roads scraped/graded: Davis 
 Minor pothole/asphalt repair by staff (Export, Jasper, Camelia) 

 
Street Sweeping: 
 37 miles (sweeper was back in service at the end of the month) 

 
Signs & Markings: 
 2 Knockdowns/replacements/cleaned/new (P.D. Thomas) 

 
Street Lights: 
 5 Street light outage/replacements (Reported to Georgia Power – all repaired)  
 0 New Street light requests  

 
Mixed Dry Trash Collection by City: 
 4.68 Tons Collected Total Mixed Dry Trash ($67.00 / ton)  
 341.16 Tons Collected YTD taken to Savannah Regional Landfill 
 10 Truckloads Dry Trash taken to Savannah Inert Landfill 
 10 Truckloads Dry Trash YTD taken to Savannah Inert Landfill 

 
Trees: 
 $500 spent for tree removal, tree trimming, and debris removal (3rd Party). Old Louisville Rd. 

 
Other: 
 City Hall Water Fountain – completed shutoff and fill 

 
 
 
 
 



Fleet Maintenance 
 
During the month of August, the Shop serviced and/or repaired 67 city vehicles/apparatus & 
equipment for a current annual total of 486. 
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Grass Cutting
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Service Request – Every time a request for Public Works service is made by phone call, written request, 
email request, or an actual one-on-one request to a PW employee, a “Service Request” is generated.  This 
builds a computerized record of all requests made.  

Work Order – A “work order” is created each time a work crew or individual is assigned a task either 
because of service requests, pre-planned maintenance projects, or by other situations as they arise.  
This produces a database of work accomplished and the time and materials it took to do the work. 



Summary – August 2019 
 
Water Operations & Maintenance 
 

 98 Service Orders were received, and >>>>>>>> 
Water/Sewer crews handled 131 total. 

33 Work Orders 

for the month of August . They included:  
 
Water: 30 Work Orders 
 

 Produced 29.875 Million gallons of drinking water per day. 

 
 Hydrant Services 

•  0 Hydrant Replacements 
•  1 Hydrant Repairs 

 Water Line Services 
•  7 Lateral Line Repairs, Installs, Replacements, and Maintenance  
•  3 Main Line Repairs, Installs, Replacements, and Maintenance   

 Water Valve Services 
•  160 Located services (Continued marking for major projects - new gas mains 

and services, and other projects on Main, fiber optic installation, and the 
Mega Rail/Bridge project) 

•  1 Valve Replacements 
•  2 Valve Installations 
•  49 Water Cut-Ons 
•  80 Reconnects– Delinquent Water Bills 
•  49 Water Cut-Offs 

 Meter Services 
•  5 Meter and MXU investigations 
•  11 Maintenance services 
•  5 Meter and MXU replacements 
•  97 City initiated Re-Reads 
•  0 Customer Requested Re-Reads 
•  0 Corrected Readings 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

∗ Meter investigations consist of checking meters for accuracy and checking for 
leaks as requested by residents. 

∗ Maintenance Services consist of repairs made for leaks at the meter, register 
repairs, box or lid replacements, as well as, requested cleaning services for 
apartments. 

∗ City initiated Re-Reads occur any time a meter reader is requested to re-read a 
meter to confirm a high or low bill and, if needed, to give a courtesy notification of 
a possible leak.  A re-read does not necessarily indicate a problem with the reading 
or the meter. 

∗ Corrected Readings are any time after a re-read there is a change needed. 



Sewer: 3 Work Orders, including 
 
 Sewer Cleanout Services 

•  0 Repairs 
•  0 Replacements 

 Gravity Main Services 
•  0 Inspections          
•  0 Repair  
•  0 Sanitary Sewer Overflow Event  

 Sewer Lateral Services 
•  0 Blockages Cleared 
•  3 Lateral Repairs 

 Manhole Services (flushing & repairs) 
•  0 Inspections and Maintenance 
•  0 Repairs 

 
 

Wastewater Treatment Plant and Water System 

• ClearWater Solutions (CWS) has submitted the MOR for water, DMR for wastewater, and all 
paperwork pertaining to them for the month.  

• The treatment plant treated and discharged a total daily average of 1.0 MGD. 
• There were no violations of the Garden City NDPES permit or on the MORs for the month. 
• The water system withdrew a total of 29.875 MGD and used 0.114 MG from Savannah I & D 

(Town Center Water System). 
• During the month 915 lbs. dry solids were removed from the WPCP. 
• The in-house laboratory continued to analyze most all NPDES permit and process control tests, 

except the annual tests that are contracted with EPD. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL DATE:  09-10-19 
 
SUBJECT: Police Department Monthly Status Report 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Police Department Monthly Status Report includes an extensive summary of the monthly 
activity of the divisions within the Department.  This report also provides information regarding 
key items of interest and/or activities throughout the month. 
 
The operations detail contained in this report is for the month of August 2019. 
 
      Prepared by: Angela S. Zipperer  
      Title:  Executive Assistant to 
        Gilbert C. Ballard 
        Chief of Police  
 
 
      Reviewed by: Gilbert C. Ballard   
      Title:  Chief of Police 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment(s) 

 

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 



Police Department 
Monthly Status Report 

Summary – August 2019  
 Operations 

 
Calls for Service  
 
There were a total of 2,721 calls for service in the month of August 2019, for a total of 21,331 
calls for service year to date. 
 
 Current month’s calls included: 
 
Offenses: 
Aggravated Assault 7    Burglary 6                               
Robbery  5    Larceny 20        
M.V. Theft  0               Narcotics 7                
Rape   0              Murder 0                      
All Others  2,606                             Accidents 70 
 
 
 
Adult & Juvenile Arrest/Charge Summary 
The following is the total of Adult and Juvenile Arrests/Charges made by this department this 
month.  This may not represent the actual number of individuals arrested as there are generally 
many cases where an individual will have multiple charges or counts of a specific charge.  These 
statistics represent charges and arrests made for Criminal Code as well as Municipal Ordinance 
violations.  

 
 
Arrests 
Adult Arrests/Charges     Juvenile Arrests/Charges       
           
96  246     0        0  
  
                            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



The graph below is a visual summary of the Current Month’s Top 6 Criminal Violations.  

 
 
 
 
Current Month’s Top 6 Criminal Violations by District 
 
Mayor Bethune and Mayor Pro Tem/Council Member at Large Kicklighter 
 
  Daniel  Ruiz  Campbell Cody  Tice  

District 1 District 2 District 3  District 4 District 5 
 

Assault 1  2  1  0  3    
   
Larceny 1  3  3  2  11   
              
Burglary 2  0  3  1  0   
              
Narcotics 3  1  1  1  1    
 
Robbery 0  0  1  1  3  
 
Auto Theft 0  0  0  0  0   
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Traffic Violations 
There were a total of 1,698 traffic violations during the month of August 2019.  They included: 
 
Traffic Citations Issued 
Traffic Accidents 37    Fatalities   0                
Written Warnings 511    Speeding Violations      729           
Seat Belt Violations 43                   Miscellaneous Citations 323          
DUI’s     19                 Total Citations   1,698               
 
Commercial Vehicle Unit(s) Citations Issued  
Total Citations Issued  36    
 
 
 
 
 
 
The graph below is a visual summary of the Current Month’s Top 4 Traffic Violations. 
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Code Enforcement  

 Dates for this summary are August 2019 

Cases in Compliance     69      

Illegal Signs Removed:    25 

Property/Violation Re-inspection’s   333       

Properties Maintained in Lieu of Liens  2 

Notice of Violations Issued    93   

Court Cases Pending     3     

Vehicles Tagged for Tow    5 

Vehicles Removed/Remediated by or 3rd Party 4 

Vehicles Towed     1 

Roll-out Cart Violations    1 

 

Municipal Court Summary 
During the month of August 2019 the Garden City Municipal Court handled 1,166 cases for a 
current annual total of 8,374 cases.   
 
 Total Traffic Citations and Criminal Cases handled in court   801   
 Total Traffic Citations and Criminal Cases passed to another court date 253   
 Cases issued probation                                 112 

  
Training 
During the month of August 2019, police personnel reported a total of 261 hours of training 
resulting in an average of 7.05 hours of training per Officer. Some of the special training classes 
the officers attended during the month of August 2019 were: Active Shooter, Below 100, Breath 
Alcohol Training I9000 and Taser.     
     
 
 
 

 



Items of Interest for August 2019 
• The Command Staff attended the POAG Conference in Savannah, GA 
• The Police Department participated in the Southern Roots Food and 

Music Fest  
• The Police Department implemented the Deaf and Hard of Hearing Visor 

Cards  
• The Chief attended the Gang Committee at GSU 



  

 
  
 
 
TO: THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  DATE: September 16, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Fire Department August 2019 Report 
 
 
Report in Brief 
 
The Fire Department Monthly Status Report includes an extensive summary of the monthly 
activity of the divisions within the Department. This report also provides information regarding 
key items of interest and/ or activities throughout the month. 
 
The operations detail contained in this report is for the Month(s) of August of 2019, and all 
related information is current as of   September 06, 2019. 
 
 
 
      Prepared by: Scott Kimball 
      Title   Assistant to 
        Corbin Medeiros 
        Chief of Fire 
 
      Reviewed by: Corbin Medeiros 
      Title  Chief of Fire 
 
 
____________________________ 
Ron Feldner, City Manager 
 
 
Attachment(s) 

REPORT TO NOVEMBEROR AND CITY 
COUNCIL 
REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 



Calls for Service in August of 2019 

 
 There were a total of 220 calls for service in the month of August, 2019, for a total of 
1,750 calls for service year to date. 
 
 Current month’s calls included: 
 

Incident Type: 
 

Fire Incidents 4  Good Intent 10    
Fire Responder 138  False Alarm 12  
Vehicle Accident 13  Service Call 16  
Hazardous Incident 
Weather Related                     

3 
     1 

 Inspections/ Pre-Plan 27 
 

 
 
 

 
The graph below is a visual summary of the Current Month’s Fire Service Calls. 
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Department Activities/ Events 
  
Department Training 
In August fire personnel reported a total of 237.42 hours of training resulting in an average of 
15.82 hours of training per Firefighter. 
 
Acting Officer in Charge 
Captain Mack Roberts attended Transitional and Interpersonal leadership Training (TILT) at the 
GPSTC campus in Forsyth. 
 
Stop the Bleed /American Heart First Aid CPR AED Training 
Department personnel conducted Stop the Bleed and AHA First, CPR, AED training for 
personnel and coaches at Savannah Christian Preparatory School. 
 
 Town Hall meeting 
Chief Medeiros and Assistant Chief Lewis attended a Town Hall meeting at the Senior Center 
concerning the Main street closing and train traffic.  
 
Meeting with Local Departments 
Assistant Chief Lewis conducted testing for GFSTC at Pooler Fire Rescue. 
 
 

Community Relations Activities/Events 

Senior Center Blood Pressure Checks 
During the month of, the Department continued conducting weekly blood pressure checks at 
the Senior Center on Tuesdays. This activity continues with a great response. 
 
 

 
                                                                   Looking Ahead 

 
 Partnering with Memorial Healthy University Medical Center and area schools on the 

"Stop the Bleed" program. 
 

 Fire Department fitness program. 
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